
ST. ANDREW MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
 

December 2021 
 
 

 
Join Us for In-Person Sunday Services 

(Masks are required!) 
 

9:15 am 
 

or on 
 

ZOOM 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/903941366?pwd=QTUzdU1BUFVMZTY2M1Z0T0xSWklaZz09 
 
For users without a smartphone or computer call (669) 900-6833 and type 

in the meeting ID: 903941366#   Password:  1125 
 

 
Stay connected: 

 
Visit our Website: www.standrewpac.org 
Visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/standrewpacifica/ 
Now on YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfnBnHI0Xsyzk0xK2MTdZGw 
  Lara Garner Music:  http://www.sftrio.com/Trios.html 

 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 

1125 Terra Nova Blvd 
Pacifica, CA  94044 

(650)  359-2462 
e-Mail:  standrewpacifica@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter email:  standrewpacificanewsletter@gmail.com 
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St. Andrew Messenger     December 2021 
Worship Notes   Save the Date  News  Program & Committee  Calendar 

 
 

 
In-Person or on ZOOM 

(Masks are required for In-Person) 
 

Worship in December 2021 
 

December 5      Communion/2nd Sunday in Advent 
December 12     3rd Sunday in Advent 
December 19     4th Sunday in Advent 
December 24     Outdoor (Olive Grove) Christmas Eve Service – 5 pm 
December 26     Sunday Worship 
 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BRIAN 
 
What is your favorite Christmas memory? 
 
This was never truly my favorite story, but my grandmother loved it so 
much and told the story so often that I’ve begun to love the memory simply 
because of how happy it made her. 
 
The setup was years in the making. Each year, before the day of Christmas 
came, I would carefully weigh and shake all of my presents. It wasn’t too 
difficult to guess which boxes matched which items on my wish list, so I 
could normally open my gifts in the order of my enthusiasm. Big gifts were 
first, followed by games or movies, and clothes were always last. 
 
Soon, my relatives began to try to sneak things by me: video games might 
be hid amongst clothes or small items would be placed in much bigger 
boxes. I was rarely fooled, and enjoyed the challenge that led me to 
triumphantly announce the contents of each box before I opened it.  After a 
few years of this, my grandmother was fed up. 
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Pastor Brian (con’t) 
 
So, one year, she wrapped an odd present and put my name on the tag. 
The gift sat under the tree for weeks – taunting me. It was heavy, so it 
must be expensive. It was packaged tight, so it wasn’t re-boxed or weighed 
down. The slight hint of moving pieces confused and excited me.  For the 
first time in years, I had no idea what was in the box. 
 
And so, when Christmas morning came, I opened my gift from my 
grandmother – as my very first gift! No box under the tree held more 
excitement for me than that mysterious present. I quickly read the card 
aloud and tore off the wrapping, with all the speed of a hyperactive twelve-
year-old boy, only to discover three boxes of silverware. I then looked at 
my gloating grandmother with so much confusion and disappointment that 
my face became a Christmas legend. 
 
Now – close to thirty years later – I still remember opening that box of 
silverware. It still doesn’t seem all that funny of a joke to me, but I do 
fondly remember how happy my grandmother was to tell and retell that 
story. The story makes me remember her, and the feeling of being 
gathered with family around that Christmas tree. And oddly, that box of 
silverware is one of a very small handful of presents that I remember 
receiving as a child. 
 
Don’t lose your treasured Christmas memories. Tell the stories – even if you 
don’t think that they’re all that funny. It’s a way of holding on to those we 
love. And don’t lose the opportunity to make new memories this year. 
 
Our Advent theme for this year is: Don’t Lose… 
 

! Don’t lose Hope 
! Don’t lose Peace 
! Don’t lose Joy 
! Don’t lose Love 

 
Don’t lose Christmas. You might choose to celebrate this year with fewer 
people than year’s past. You might choose an outdoor gathering or politely 
ask all guests to get their booster shots. But after last year, we’re all 
working to establish and reestablish our Christmas traditions. 
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Pastor Brian (con’t) 
 
Don’t lose Christmas. This is a special time of year. One that creates 
memories that will last for a lifetime – and often longer. 

 
Blessings, 

Pastor Brian 
 
 

PROGRAMS AND COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 

CHOIR 
 

The first choir rehearsal since COVID is Thursday, December 2.  Phil 
Johnson is looking forward to bringing music to St. Andrew!  Contact Phil if 
you are interested in joining the choir.  
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 

Tree Decorating Party 
 
Help us decorate the beautiful Christmas tree! 
 
St. Andrew and New Life will have a Tree Decorating Party on Sunday, 
December 5 at 4 pm.  Please join us in the festivities - making ornaments, 
singing Christmas songs and enjoying the delicious treats and beverages!  
Even if you have not signed up to attend, just come! 
 
We will be collecting gift cards from local markets (Safeway, Grocery Outlet, 
etc.) for the Pacifica Resource Center at the party and all during the month 
of December. 
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Directory Update 
 
There has been some delay in getting the new directory out by the end of 
2021!!  Toni Boykin, Debra Etienne, Nancy Stotts and I have been working 
on it these past 2 months and it is quite an undertaking.  We are getting 
there and hope to have it out shortly after the New Year 2022! 

 
Submitted by 
Mary Dare 

Congregational Life Committee Chairperson 
 

MISSION 
	

Happy Holidays to you all! 
 
What? December already? Time flies when you are busy! The Mission 
Committee is busy planning for the Mission trip to the town of Paradise 
from February 20-26, 2022.  We will be staying at the Trinity Church, 
which is a 3-hour car ride from Pacifica and about 30 minutes from 
Paradise.  
 
The cost of the trip is primarily the cost of the gas to get up there and back. 
Meals will be made and provided at the location where we will be staying. If 
you have skills from learning to expert, you are invited to sign up. The work 
assignments are still being determined. There are sign up sheets at the 
Sunday services or contact Pastor Brian or me for more information. 
 
The CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING this year is: HOPE, JOY, PEACE, and 
LOVE. The Mission Committee voted to give this year’s local portion of the 
Joy Offering to the Pacifica Resource Center to help continue the work 
that they do for our local community. 
 
Speaking of the PRC, our food basket donations are still being collected on 
Sunday for them and supplies for Thornton High School. Every little bit 
helps. 
 

Happy Holidays  
Nick Raisis 

Mission Committee Chairperson 
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NURTURE 
 
“Jesus in the Old Testament” Bible Study continues on the following 
Mondays, December 6th & 13th in the Social Hall at 7 pm.  Even if you 
missed the first two meetings, join us and pick up where we left off! 
 

Submitted by 
Lou Shapiro 

Nurture Committee Chairperson 
 

 
NOMINATION 

 
Time is running out!  The Nomination Committee is still looking for a couple 
more nominees for Session.  Please consider becoming an Elder.  Contact 
me for more information. 
 

Submitted by 
Ray Camacho 

Nomination Committee Chairperson 
 

 
WORSHIP 

All Saint Sunday Report 
 
On All Saints Sunday, November 7, we gathered outdoors and decorated 
rocks and luminaires bags for a memorial for our loved ones who have 
passed.   
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Christmas Gifts & Memorial 
 
See the flyer attached for information regarding the Christmas Gifts and 
Memorials this year in lieu of Poinsettia plants.  Be sure to send your 
donation for the Pacifica Resource Center by December 19 to be recognized 
in the Christmas Eve service bulletin.  
 

 
MEMORIAL SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
A memorial service for Ed Arntzen will be held at St. Andrew on Saturday, 
December 11, 2021 at 2 pm., with a reception following the service.  Ed 
was the beloved husband of Marsha Murphy.  
 
He participated in two Mission trips to New Orleans, making good use of his 
carpentry skills.  He attended St. Andrew with Marsha on and off for many 
years and also shared his musical talents at St. Andrew, playing his 
Concertina (somewhat like a mini accordion). 
 

 
 

Donations may be made in Ed’s memory to: 
 

Lake Almanor Fishing Association 
P.O. Box 1938 

Chester, CA  96020 
or  

to the Lung Cancer Research 
 

All are welcome 
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Newsletter Notes 

 
• Deadline for the January 2022 newsletter is December 26, 2021  
•  Please send newsletter articles to:  

standrewpacificanewsletter@gmail.com 
• Session Committee Chairpersons are encouraged to submit their 

reports. 
• Members are also welcomed to submit any news items (i.e. life 

events/transitions, announcements, graduations, etc.) 

 
 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
1125 Terra Nova Blvd 
Pacifica, CA  94044 

(650)  359-2462 
Email:  standrewpacifica@sbcglobal.net 

 

Visit our Website:  standrewpac.org 
You Tube:  http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfnBnHI0Xsyzk0xK2MTdZGw 

Lara Garner Music:  http://www.sftrio.com/Trios.html 
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! Please bring any of the following finger food to share:  

       (NL will provide the sweet treats) 
! ___Cheese/Crackers   ___Fruits   ___Veggies  ___Others 

 
! Let us know how many will be attending: via email or leave form in 

St.A office. 
 

! Family Name _________________________        
 

! #Attending __________ 
 

! Bring a gift card donation from a local grocery store for the Pacifica 
Resource Center.  If you will not be attending the party, drop off the 
gift card in the office marked for PRC. 

 
! Contact Mary Dare: standrewpacificanewsletter@gmail.com 
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Christmas Gifts and Memorials 
for 

Mission Trip to Paradise 
 

                                                       
 

In lieu of the traditional Poinsettia donation this year, St. Andrew will 
donate to support the work of our Mission Team in rebuilding Paradise, CA 
after the deadly Camp Fire of 2018. In February 2022, volunteers from St. 
Andrew will visit Paradise to rebuild homes damaged or destroyed by fire.  
 
Donations may be made in memory or honor of a loved one(s) and will be 
recognized in the Christmas Eve Service bulletin. 
                                         

                                               
 
To make a donation, please fill out the form below and return to the church 
office with your donation by Sunday, December 19th, to ensure that your 
donation will be listed. 
 
 

Please detach and return to church office by Dec. 19 
 

Name:    _________________________  
Phone:    _________________________ 
 
My donation  $____________ 
(There is no set donation amount) 
 
In memory of __________________________________ 
 
In honor of    __________________________________ 
 
If you need additional space for names, please use the other side of this 
sheet. 
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December	2021	
	
Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday	

	 	 	 1	 2	
Choir	Rehearsal	

7:30	pm	

3	 4	
Session	Meeting	-	9	

am	

SASH	–	1	pm	–	3	pm	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

5	
Worship	9:15	

Communion	
Sunday		

Worship	Meeting	
10:30		

Joint	Tree	
Trimming	Party	

with	New	Life	at	4	
pm		

6	
Bible	Study	7	pm	

7	
Joint	Management	

Meeting	7	pm	

8	 9	
Choir	Rehearsal	

7:30	pm	

10	 11	
Ed	Arntzen’s	

Memorial	Service	2	
pm	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

12	
Worship	9:15	

Mission	Meeting	-	
10:30		

13	
Bible	Study	7	pm	

14	 15	 16	
Choir	Rehearsal	

7:30	pm	

17	 18	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

19	
Worship	9:15	am	

	

20	 21	 22	 23	
Choir	Rehearsal	

7:30	pm	

24	
Outdoor	Christmas	
Eve	Service	–	5	pm		

	

25	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

26	
Worship	9:15	am	

27	 28	 29	 30	
Choir	Rehearsal	

7:30	pm	

31	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
 


