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Worship in April 2019 
 

April    7  5th Sunday in Lent 
April  14  Palm Sunday 
April  18  Maundy Thursday Service 
April  19  Good Friday Service 
April  21  Easter Sunday 
April 28    2nd Sunday of Easter 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BRIAN 
 

In 2015, while dodging reporters in Iowa, President Barack Obama flipped the usual script 
and asked the author Marilynne Robinson if he could interview her. Their conversation was 
magnificent. Just in case you are unaware, Marilynne Robinson is the famous novelist from 
Iowa City whose books about the fictional town of Gilead, Iowa have entranced millions. But 
Robinson grew up in a Presbyterian Church and it is her reflections on Calvinism and the 
modern world that have captured my imagination.  
 
In response to a question posed by the President, Robinson answered, “Many Americans, 
on every side of every issue, believe that the worst thing you can say is the truest thing.” This 
comment struck me instantly. Many of us believe that the truth will always be negative, that 
unkind words are inherently more honest than kind ones. This is, of course, a false belief. 
 
To illustrate this point, Robinson spoke about the many virtues of our educational system. The 
United States is home to a remarkable number of world-class universities, but we only ever 
talk about the failures, the scandals, and rising tuitions. Or consider the Post Office, which 
delivers more mail over greater distances for less cost than any other similar institution in 
world history. Who sings its praises? 
  
We are obsessed with this idea that the heart of the truth must be negative, a story of decline 
and decay. But reality is often much brighter than the “honest conversation.” So, during this 
season of prayer and repentance, I would encourage you not to fall into that same trap of 
blame and recrimination. You are probably doing most things well. In fact, I would bet that 
the daily good of your life far outweighs your most shameful mistakes. Will you pay attention 
to those things too? 
 
When God calls us to repentance, there is no expectation that we should hate ourselves. The 
presence of sin in our lives does not mean that our position is hopeless. Instead, the opposite 
is true. We recognize our wrongs because there is hope. We have the chance to repent 
because God sees us as worthy of love. 
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Pastor Brian (con’t) 
 
In her book of essays on modern thought, The Death of Adam, Robinson concludes that 
recognizing your own sinfulness usually functions as a catalyst for grace. Knowing that I often 
fall short of my goals can inspire me to forgive you for falling short of yours. In the same way, 
our successes gain value through the possibility of failure. My good deeds would not be 
treasures worth celebrating if they didn’t involve special effort. 
  
And so, our Lenten reflections should involve the honest confession that there is much good in 
our lives. We have victories to celebrate. It is not true that we are perfect. But nor is it true 
that we are worthless. Instead, the truth is that we have reason to hope. 

 
Blessings, Pastor Brian 

 
PROGRAMS AND COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

 

																																										 	
	

Save the Date: 
May 18th 

St. Andrew’s & Guests - Women’s Tea Party 
Watch for the Bulletin Inserts & Invitations 

In mid April 
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DEACONS 
 
In the first quarter of 2019, because of your donations to the Deacon fund, St Andrew was 
able to support the following community organizations: 

•  Spirit Care $500;  
• Pacifica Resource Center $500;  
• LifeMoves $500 (formerly known as Shelter care).  

Submitted by Cheri Coulter-Black 

 
JOINT MANAGEMENT 

 
On Saturday, March 9, a Joint Management team consisting of Paul Kuhn, David Morath, 
Roy Stotts and Tom Hernandez (NL) changed all the light bulbs (and got rid of cobwebs) in 
the Sanctuary, Cry Room, Narthex and Reiden Hall.  Paul obtained a scissor lift to aid in 
reaching the tall ceiling.  The new light bulbs are LED and should lower the electric bill and last 
10 years. Roy and Paul also put in a timer for the parking lot lights.  The parking lot lights 
should go on and off at the set times and make it safer to go to your car after night rehearsals 
and/or meetings. If you have any questions, please contact Roy Stotts. 
 

                                                      

 
 

MISSION 
 
Mission Trip to Anasco 
 
The Mission Trip to Añasco is well documented on the www.standrewpac.org web site. Enjoy 
the pictures and videos from our rewarding adventure. Not only is our trip documented on the 
web site, all the sermons and other milestones in our church life are there as well. Thank you 
Toni Boykin for all you efforts in creating an online presence for St. Andrew.  
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Mission (Con’t) 
Mission Committee Recognition of Service 
 
The Mission Committee and St. Andrew would like to express our appreciation of service to 
Suzanne Jasso. Suzanne has served on the Mission Committee since 2002. Her service began 
as an extension of her mom, Pat Meddar’s dedication to Presbyterian Mission work. Pat 
Meddars is one of the pillars of the mission work done here at St. Andrew.  
 
Suzanne has accepted a position on the Preschool Board and will no longer serve on the Mission 
Committee. Her 19 years of dedication to the mission work at St. Andrew is exceptional. The 
committee will truly miss Suzanne but realize that the same dedication will be an asset to the 
Preschool Board. Their gain is our loss.  
 
You will find Suzanne this month at the Opportunity Table selling Mother’s Day cards to benefit 
Healthy Families. These cards were ordered by her mom, Pat Meddars, in her last contribution 
to the Mission work at St. Andrew. Suzanne has also traveled to both New Orleans and Puerto 
Rico as part of the mission trip work teams. Thank you Suzanne for those nineteen years of 
service to the Mission Committee of St. Andrew Pacifica. 
 

Submitted by Berni Schuhmann 

Self-Development of People  
by Scott O’Neill | Presbyterian News Service 

 
 The Rev. Dr. Alonzo Johnson is coordinator of the Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development 
of People. (Contributed photo) 

LOUISVILLE — Each year, during Lent, Presbyterian churches across the denomination turn 
their attention to disadvantaged people and low-income community groups in need  to 
celebrate the mission and ministry of the Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of 
People (SDOP).  

 “We are one of several ministries that benefit from the One Great Hour of Sharing.” SDOP has 
prepared a special resource to assist the church with interpreting the work we  
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Mission (con’t) 

do in engaging communities on the issues of poverty, economic equity and self-determination.. 
“It’s a chance for churches to gain a better understanding of what we are about,  said the 
Rev. Dr. Alonzo Johnson, SDOP coordinator.” 

The SDOP resource also features inspired community development stories for several national 
and international funded partners, including two women’s cooperatives in Belize, youth 
programs in the Dominican Republic and Detroit, a land trust in Puerto Rico, a tribal cultural 
preservation project in South Carolina that addresses food security issues and a project that 
advocates for undocumented residents in Rochester, New York. 

“We’re working with our partners to lift up a myriad of issues that the SDOP ministry 
addresses,” said Johnson. “We hope that through this resource that people will get a sense of 
who we are, what we do and be a part of our long-time commitment to addressing issues of 
poverty and disenfranchisement.” 

The Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People began as a ministry in 1970 
and now provides support to more than 5,700 community projects in the U.S. and around the 
world. Working with its national committee, 39 presbytery and three synod committees, SDOP 
provides grants to communities struggling with social justice and economic issues. More than 
$100 million has been distributed since its inception. 

Johnson says the ministry gets to the heart of Matthew 25’s admonition to recognize Jesus in 
the plight of the poor. According to Johnson, SDOP also gets at the heart of what being a 
Presbyterian is all about. He encourages congregations to get involved in learning about and 
supporting the work. 

“We want people to recognize our connection to the other and be a part of the long-term 
commitment in addressing poverty and living out the message of hope and the resurrection,” 
he said. “We especially want people to recognize Christ in the struggle and connect with those 
wrestling with poverty and disenfranchisement.” 

Johnson added that SDOP finds its purpose in the Scripture and the ministry of Jesus Christ. 

“Jesus had great love and concern for those on the margins. Matthew 25 reminds us that God 
through Jesus Christ finds both solidarity and partakes in advocacy with those who are 
vulnerable,” he said. 

If you would like to learn more about SDOP through this important resource, please visit the 
following link at: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop. 

Submitted by Jeanette Waight 

STEWARDSHIP 
There will be a Stewardship Committee meeting on April 28 after church service. 

 
Submitted by David Andrews 
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WORSHIP 
 

There are several Holy Week special services happening at St. Andrew and you are invited to 
them all!  If you need a ride to any of these services (some are in the evening) please contact 
your deacon. 
 
Palm Sunday is on April 14 this year and we will be waving palms as we celebrate Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  Service is at our regular time, which is 9:15 a.m. 
 
Maundy Thursday is April 10.  We will commemorate the last supper with a simple soup and 
salad supper.  We will remember the washing of the feet by washing our hands as we enter.  
Additionally, we sing and share communion together.  We will start at 5:30 p.m. in the 
fellowship/social hall.  You do not need to bring anything as all the food will be provided. 
 
Good Friday is on April 19, and we will have a solemn service commemorating Jesus’ 
crucifixion, which will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Easter is on April 21, and we will celebrate the resurrection with a joyful service starting at 
9:15 a.m., followed by an egg hunt on the front lawn for the little ones. 
 
Please join us for these celebrations of Jesus’ life and death and resurrection – all are welcome! 
 

Submitted by Meg Hunter 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

Mizpah Fellowship Tea and Craft Fair 

Shelldance Orchid Gardens 

2000 Coast Highway, Pacifica 

Saturday, May 5, 2019 

1 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

Free admittance 

Please join us for a relaxing day of wandering the gardens, enjoying refreshments, checking 
out the handmade crafts/plants for sale and enjoying the beautiful views of Rockaway Beach 
and hillside.  Judi Kuhn and Charlyne Smith are selling raffle tickets for a quilt made by 
Jeanne Matysiak (Allan Hale's daughter).   All the proceeds from the quilt tickets, craft 
sales and donations will go to the scholarship programs for our Pacifica high schools. This year 
Mizpah is honoring the board members of the Pacifica Moose and the elected officers of 
Women of the Moose. I hope to see you there! 

Submitted by Judi Kuhn  
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April 2019 
April 14 Palm Sunday 
April18 Maundy Thursday Service & Simple Soup Supper 
April 19 Good Friday Service 
April 21 Easter 

 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 
 

2 
 

7:00 PM 
Joint 

Management 

3 
 

7:00 PM 
Hand Bell Choir 

4 
 

7:30 PM 
Adult Choir 

 

5 6 
10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

S.A.S.H. 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
9:15 AM 

Worship, Holy 
Communion, Sunday 
School, Child Care 

10:15 AM 
Coffee Hour 
11:00 AM 

Youth Group Brunch 
7:00 

Confirmation Class 
 

8 
 

9 
7:00 PM 

Session Meeting 
 

10 
7:00 PM 

Hand Bell Choir 

11 
7:30 PM 

Adult Choir 

12 13 
9:00 AM 

Women’s Group 
 

11:00 AM 
Eagle Scout 
Ceremony 

 

14 
 

Palm Sunday 
9:15 AM 

Worship, Sunday School, 
Child Care 
10:15 AM 

Coffee Hour 
7:00 p/m. 

Confirmation Class 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
7:00 PM 

Hand Bell Choir 
 

18 
5:30 PM 

Maundy Thursday 
Service 
& 

Simple Soup 
Supper 

19 
7:30 PM 

Good Friday 
Service 

20 
 
 

 

21  
Easter 
9:15 AM 

Worship, Sunday School, 
Child Care 
10:15 AM 

Coffee Hour 
10:30 AM 

 

22 
 

23 
7:00 PM 
Deacons’ 
Meeting 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 

28 
9:15 AM 

Worship; Sunday School, 
Child Care 
10:15 AM 

Coffee Hour  
10:30 am 

Stewardship Meeting 

29 
 

30  
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Newsletter Notes 

 
• Deadline for the May 2019 newsletter is April 22, 2019.  
•  Please send newsletter articles to:  standrewpacificanewsletter@gmail.com 
• Session Committee Chairpersons are encouraged to submit their reports. 
• Members are also welcomed to submit any news items (i.e. life 

events/transitions, announcements, graduations, etc.) 

 
 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
1125 Terra Nova Blvd 
Pacifica, CA  94044 

(650)  359-2462 
Email:  standrewpacifica@sbcglobal.net 

 

Visit our Website:  www.standrewpac.org 
 

A Little Humor 
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Our	Congregation	is	making	it	possible	for	members	of	the	

church	family	to	donate	to	the	Easter	Flower	Fund	in	memory	or	
in	honor	of	a	loved	one	for	our	service	on	April	21,	2019.	

	
A	donation	of	$20.00	per	lily	is	requested.	The	donation	will	be	listed	

in	the	Easter	bulletin	or	may	be	made	anonymously.	
If	you	would	like	to	make	a	donation,	please	fill	out	the	slip	below		

and	return	to	the	church	office	along	with	your	donation	by	April	14th.	

 
 
 
 

please	detach	and	return	to	church	office	by	April	14	
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

I	would	like	to	donate	to	the	Easter	Flower	Fund.	
	
My	Name:_______________________________________________	

please	print	
	
Phone	No.:______________________________________________	
														 	 	 	 please	print	
	
In	Memory	of:___________________________________________	

please	print	
	
In	Honor	of:____________________________________________	

please	print	
	
Amount	Enclosed:	$__________________	

	
	

If	you	need	additional	space,	please	use	the	other	side	of	this	sheet. 
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ST. ANDREW INVITES YOU  

TO 
 JOURNEY THROUGH HOLY WEEK 

  
 

April 14  Palm Sunday Service     9:15 a.m. 
April 18 Maundy Thursday Simple/Soup Salad Supper 5:30 p.m. 
April 19 Good Friday Services     7:30 p.m. 
April 21 Easter Services & Easter Egg Hunt  9:15 a.m. 
 

 
Simple Soup Salad Supper 

Featuring Homemade Soups 
 

	
	

Maundy Thursday  
April 18, 2019 

5:30 P.M. 
 
 

 
~~~~~~~ Sign-Up for Soup/Salad Supper by April 14 ~~~~~~~ 
 
Name ______________________________     ____ Attending 
                                                                                # 
 
I will help with:   ______Set-Up   ____Preparation 

(arrive  3:30 p.m.) 
 
 

*If you need a ride, please contact your Deacon. 
 

 
   

	


